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I am seeking opportunities in the IT field, specifically working with UNIX- and Internet-oriented network infrastructures. For an employer in the western Chicago suburbs, I bring to the table over a decade of hands-on experience with critical hosting environments and specialized development needs, spanning employee, mentorship, and managerial roles. I work well within, or at the head of, a team operation, but perform at my best while working independently, or in a smaller group coordinating with other teams.

Employment

Chicago Board of Trade
Chicago, IL, USA

12/2002 – Present

Senior Systems Administrator
Part of a large team of UNIX administrators responsible collectively for managing a 300+ system (Solaris, Linux, FreeBSD) floor/"open outcry" and electronic trading environment. Platforms range up to several E15k/6800/6900 systems, with the majority of systems being V880s, E4500s, and lower-end systems for maintenance duties. Initially responsible for QA environment planning and build-out (complete replication of production systems and networks) and a "single sign-on" authentication centralization project; provided a mix of primary and secondary support for a wide variety of internal infrastructure systems (NIS, DNS, NFS, NTP, Apache, Sendmail, patch management) and externally-facing systems (Internet services, order routing systems). Handled system build-out and maintenance of in-house telecom management systems. Assumed primary UNIX administration role for in-house PeopleSoft HR/Financials environment. Coordinated systems-side of a major data center decommission project.

netlogic, Inc.
Naperville, IL, USA

11/2001 – 12/2002

President
Owner/operator of an independent UNIX and Internet services consulting company, helping clients with a wide variety of services, including Linux system integration and training, network load balancing services and highly-available systems, data center relocation assistance, and custom software development.

Mercantec, Inc.
Naperville, IL, USA

05/2000 – 11/2001

UNIX Administrator
Sole UNIX architect and administrator for internal development systems and offsite 24/7 environment. Responsible for 50+ servers, running different UNIX variants: Solaris, Linux (Red Hat, Slackware, SuSE, Cobalt, Debian), AIX, IRIX, Tru64, HP-UX, BSD/OS, and FreeBSD. Hardware exposure to x86, Alpha, PA-RISC, MIPS, UltraSPARC. Focus on cross-platform solutions and emulation of customer field configurations for product testing. Provided mentoring to developers for UNIX programming issues (C/C++, Bourne shell, Perl, make, linker issues, performance evaluation and tuning). Specified and maintained UNIX development tool-chain. Experience with building load-balanced clusters of systems; several Red Hat Linux systems configured identically providing HTTP services (JBoss/Jetty) with shared NFS file storage (Solaris) and Oracle database residing behind a Cisco/Arrowpoint load balancer. Received three "Do-It-Right" employee recognition awards in 2001. Reported directly to CIO.

Tribune Interactive
(Tribune Company)

Chicago, IL, USA

03/2000 – 05/2000

Sr. UNIX Administrator
Part of an eight-person team of UNIX and database administrators, managing an infrastructure of approximately twenty co-located systems and an extensive on-site internal UNIX network. Primary technologies were SPARC/Solaris, Linux, Netscape Enterprise Server, StoryServer, NetGravity, OpenMarket Transact, and custom management and CGI components. Served as the primary line of support for developers both on- and off-site (nationally), in addition to regular administration, evaluation, and deployment. Reported to Tech. Operations Manager.

XNet Information Systems, Inc.
(Winstar)

Lisle, IL, USA

07/1997 – 03/2000

Sr. Systems Engineer

Initially handled oversight, maintenance, and implementation of UNIX-based services; quickly moved into a design and management capacity recommending architecture, software, and general system design. 20+ Solaris/Linux 24/7 systems, servicing dialup, web hosting/e-commerce (Apache/Stronghold, Allaire ColdFusion, InterShop), Usenet, email, DNS, and Oracle/Sybase RDBMS services (and underlying infrastructure; load-balancing (Cisco/Arrowpoint, BigIP, Foundry, custom solutions), NIS, NFS, RAID sets, monitoring, configuration management/revision control, focus on availability and security). Development in Perl, C, Bourne shell, awk, make, PHP as necessary. Provided mentorship and direction for first-tier technical support. Received the “Quality” employee recognition award in 1998.

Common Internet Inc.
Brandon, MB, Canada

06/1994 – 07/1997

System/Network Architect

Vice President/Treasurer
Sole architect and administrator for daily operations of Linux-based ISP service infrastructure, including web, email, Usenet, UNIX shell, PPP/SLIP dialup, leased line and wireless connectivity, provisioning development (Perl, Bourne shell, C, make), and helpdesk management. Focus on stability, availability, and customer relations. Did extensive work to stabilize early Linux kernel versions for a hosting environment (1.0 and earlier kernels through 1.2.x). Performed executive duties as Vice-President; assumed additional role of Treasurer 04/1996.

Professional Certifications

TeckCheck:

Solaris Unix 2

Scored 27 (99th percentile)

January 3, 2002
Measures understanding of the Solaris operating system: intended for administrators working in a Solaris 2.x environment. Concepts covered: Sun & Solaris Terminology, Unix Basics, File Manipulation, Shell Scripting, Startup & Shutdown, Device Administration, User Administration, Printing, Networking Basics, Open Network Computing, Networking Daemons, Security Configuration, System Configuration, Solaris Server Topics, and Common Desktop Environment.

BrainBench: Master, Unix Administration (Solaris 8) 

November 4, 2002


Measures knowledge of Sun's Solaris 8 implementation of UNIX. Designed for experienced administrators, covers the following topics: Administrator Maintenance, Devices, File Systems, Network Services, Security, Setup and Configuration, Shell Programming, Trouble-shooting, and Performance Tuning, and UNIX System Knowledge.

BrainBench: Master, Linux Administration (General) 

August 6, 2001
Measures knowledge of key issues and concepts of administering in a Linux environment. Focused on the general aspects of Linux that span all Linux variations. Designed for experienced administrators, covers the following topics: Configuration and Administration, General Issues, Installation, Kernel Configuration and Installation, Networking, Programming Issues, Security, System Administration and Security, and Transitioning from Windows.

BrainBench: Master, Unix Korn Shell Scripting
August 15, 2001
Measures knowledge of Korn Shell Scripting. Designed for scripting professionals, covers the following topics: Korn Shell Basics, Shell Initialization, Command-Line Editing, Script Creation and Execution, Script Variables, Flow Control, Integer Variables and Arithmetic, Script I/O, Functions, Built-in Script Commands, and Script Debugging.

BrainBench: C
August 13, 2001
Measures knowledge of programming the C Language. Designed for experienced programmers, covers the following topics: Arrays and Strings, Basics, C Expressions, Functions, Input/Output, Pointers, and Program Statements.

Formal Education

Brandon University
Brandon, MB, Canada

09/1992 – 04/1997
Awarded the G. F. McDowell Entrance Scholarship based on academic merit. Worked toward a 4-year B.Sc. in Computer Science.

Saskatchewan Education
Regina, SK, Canada

09/1989 – 06/1992
Completed three-year correspondence course in Accounting.

